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I  \  .  •  •  •  * 

kircihicthn  to  the  Evidericis  of  the 

^une  authinticity  of  the  itctd/Uurea. 
'•  >  .  . 

V  V  vinc.*autht'nticity  of  the 
scnpturcs  froni  the  testimony  of  the 
•apostles  Tcspectiu^'  Christy,  his  life 
•his  death,  ;i  esmwetion  and  ascen¬ 
sion.  If  enlist  did  in  fact  perforn^ 
the  works  ascribed  to  Inni!;  if  lie 
irose  frohi  jtlie  dead,  and  ascended 
•up  to  heaven,  then  he  must  he  the 
person  he  declared  he  .was,  the  Mes¬ 
siah  of  (iod  ^nd  the  saviour  of  the 
>^orld.  .  '  Aclmitiing  these  .  facts, 
the  scriptures  must  be  uf  divine  or- 
and  tlicir  veracity  settled  be¬ 
yond  a  question,  ‘.If  Christ  was  cru¬ 
cified  andireaily  put  todeath,  and  af¬ 
terwards  raised. to  .Hfe,  it  is  too  late 
to  doubt  of  the  divinity  of  his  reli¬ 
gion.  (iod'albrie  Has  povver  to  raise 
the  dead,  and  certain  it  is  that  an  in- 
huitfly  good  being  would  net  put 
fcrtli  his  omnipotence  to  raise  an  im- 
pcs'or  for  the  porpese  cl  imposing 
Op  his  creatures.  '  If  Christ  was 
^Jiscd,  his  mission  was  divine,  and 
cfcoiirue  his  icligicn  must  be  tine. 

o  these  facts,  vve  have  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  apostles,  who  were  eye 
^'Uncsbesof  what  transpired  resjieut- 
mjl  Christ,  from  the  time  he  enter 


.  cd  on  bis  public  ministry,  til!  he  as¬ 
cended  and  a  »cloiiU  iverivrd  him 
out  uf  iheiiVtsight.  And  will  ai;y 
rdlcdgcv  tiiat  their  testimony  is  in- 
suflkienl  ?  It  is  true,  the  aposties 
-were ‘not  ir.en  of  extensive  science; 

.  but  tiieV  were  men  oi  ;ncb  nicnt.  No 
^  •/ 

.men  were  ever  i>clter  quailhrd  (o 
tiikc  cognizance  of  the  iac  is  liicv 
.state,  lluui  thicv.  'Seumlifr  iinlov- 
-meiiis  c(  uid  luil  iiiive  aidtd  liicm  in 
forming  cc-rreet  opinhiiis  .of  wh^t 
.they  saw  and  heard.  A  man  r.l  ci:xi2i- 
inon  iidorr  uuion  is  as  wu  il  tjiuuititd 
to  judge  of  w’hiit  l:c  toes,  liears  .  i*t! 
handles,  as  the  gftaiesl  pliilo.*^;opi)cr 
r.|H>n  eartii  :  and  M:i  h  are  ll.c  iacts 
-to  which  the  aj.ostles  tes'tity.  It 
.does  not  appear,  tiial  the  a[  ostlcs 
were  enthusiastic^crriiulons  and  has- 
iv  in  vieldinf:  their  at,,  c  nt.  '1  he 

•  •  t 

conlrary  is  oh\  K>i]S.  In  ti  eir  c|fu> 
ions  respc'clinp  Ciiiist  tin  y  [ :e» Tecl- 
ly  agreed.  In  their  relaticu:  of  facts, 
liiey  do  not  always  make  use  of  the 
same  phraseology  ;  but  Jhe  :»ub- 
staiu  r  of  their 'nari  alioiis  is  h:i;mc- 
iiious. 

CiRCUMSTANCFn  as  the  apostVs 
wer^*,  it  is  inipi.'shiblc  they  rculci  he 
deceived.  'i'hcv  weie  iniiniKtc 
eonipaiiions  with  (  IiiIni,  dm  ii.g  ii,c 
whoie  oi  ida  public  iiiinisii  \ .  'rin  y 
well  knew  his  nnunu  r  uf  life,  his 
sentiments  cn  all  religious  and  nuu- 
al  subjects,  and  the  VNoiks  i>n  which 
I'.e  rested  tlie  credibility  of  l:is  mis¬ 
sion.  Tiicy  had  seen  him  give  siglit 
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to  the  blind,  limbs  to  the  m:\inied, 
health  to  the  diseased  and  life  to  the 
dead.  Tliey  had  seen  him  walk  on 
the  water,  calm  the  tcmpestiums 
sea  in  an  instant,  and  feed  tiiousancis 
with  a  morsel.  Ivcspecting  these 
wonderful  works  they  never  entei- 
tained  Ahc  least  doubt,  no  not  for  a 
Tnoment.  The  Apostles  not  onh" 
beheld  Christ  perform  these  surpri¬ 
sing  woiiders  ;  huttliey  found  th.cm- 
sclves  able  to  do  the  same  throuc^h. 
faith  in  his  name.  The  disciples 
tell  us,  that  many  of  the  Jews,  Sa¬ 
maritans  and  Romans  gave  fu!-: 
lest  credit  to  Christ's  miracles.  If 
‘  these  men  were  deceived,  we  may 
.  suppose  ourselves  deceived  in  eve-* 
ry  thing  we  hear,  see  and  handle.* 
The  apostles  had  every  motive  to 
be  on  their  guard  against  deception.. 
And  it  is  true  they  were  often  scru¬ 
pulous  to  a  fault.  Clirist  had  noth¬ 
ing  of*  this  world  to  promise  them 
as  a  reward.  By  subjecting  them-’ 
selves  to  C'hrist,  they  gave  them¬ 
selves  up  to  reproach,  poverty  j)er- 
uecution  and  death.  Christ  assured 
them  that  in  the  world  they  should, 
have  tributation.  With  these  pros¬ 
pects  before  them,  would  they  em¬ 
brace  a  religion  without  the  best* 
grounds?  ?dust  not  then,  their  tes¬ 
timony,  under  these  circumstances, 
I'c  sutheient  to  substantiate  the  facts* 
they  relate?  Befere  a  civil  court,! 
two  witnesses  are  asulbcient  conllr-' 
mation  of  any  fact.  }n  cases  where 

•  life  is  depending  the  jury  will  bring 
in  a  veniict,  and  the  judge  will  sanc¬ 
tion  that  verdict  by  giuni^-  sentence 

•  of  death,  at  ti^e  mouth  of  tw  o  w  itnes-  ^ 
ses.  Ibit  Wf‘  are  not  required  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  Christ  j)erl*ured  w’ork«, 
which  could  not  have  been  executed 
v.'iiliout  the  power  of  (iod,  on  testi¬ 
mony  so  low.  To  establisli  our  faith  • 
eleven  apostles  agree  in  testifying 
to  a  vast  assemblage  of  trulbs  i  cs- 
pccting  Christ,  truths  concerning 
winch  there  was  no  rooiufoi’dc- 
eeptivya.'  W  c  have  also  iiic  detiar 


ationsof  Jews  and  Pagans,  that  there 
was  such  a  person  as  Jesus  Clirist, 
born  in  Judea  under  the  rein^n  of 
Augustus  Cesar,  that  he  had  disci, 
pies  who  believed  him  to  be  the  son 
of  God,  that  he  w  rought  miracles, 
lived  a  life  of  poverty^  that  l>eing  at* 
cused  of  the  Jew's  he  w  as  brought 
i)cfore  Pilate  then  governor  ofJu. 
(lea,  and  through  the  instigation  of 
his  enemies,  was. condemned  asi 
malefactor,  and  crucified  a  little  dis¬ 
tance  from  Jariisalein.  'raciins,  z 
celebrated  Roman  lustorian,  though 
an  avowed  enemy  to  all  .whoxVeic 
denominated  Christians,  gives  a  par¬ 
ticular  accouift  of  Christ’s  ciii(  ili5c. 
ion,  and  of  his  followers,  in  liistiinf. 

It  on  all  hands  agreed  tliat  there 
was  such  a  person  as  Jesus  Chrij^i 
and  that  he  w  as  cruciriecK  I'he  a- 
postles  tell  us,  that  lie  arose  from 
the  dead  on  the  tliird  dav  ;  that  thrr 
saw  him  after  his  resurrection,  cen- 
versed  with  him,  ate  w  ith  him,  han¬ 
dled  him,  and  that  they  ^beheld  him 
ascend  up  into  heaven.  The  qiifs* 
lion  now  to  be  settled  is  this.  Is 
the  testimony  of  the  apostles  res¬ 
pecting  Christ’s  resiiiTection  to  be 
relied  on  ?  If  not  our  preaching  and 
faith  are  vain.  But  if  Christ  did 
rise  and  the  apostles  are  correct  in 
thcii  statements,  then  the  chiisthn 
system  is  as  permanerit  as  the  hcJ- 
vens,  and  no  weapon  formed  a-  I 
gainst  it  shall  j3rospcr.  I 

And  here  let  it  be  observed,  than  I 
the  apostles  have  given  us  the  stron-  I 
gest  evidence  of  their  cori’eclhesi  I 

respecting  the  resurrection  of  w  hich  B 

a  niutler  of  this  nature  could  posJii-|] 
bly  admit.  Th.oiigh  Christ  had  ii^l  j 
formed  iiis  disciples  of  his  death  and 
resurrection,  yet  they  were  tar  iroiwB 
coir.preiieiiding  him.  They  d:JH 
hot  realize  the  import  of  his  exni  c'i'  ■ 
sions.  hen  tliereforc  they  | 

CMiris  apprehended,  condemned  and  ■ 

Ifd  to  liie  cross,  they  were  ovci-  ■ 
coiiaC  w  ith  disappolnlinciit,  I 
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thrown  into  great  perplexity.  They 
diii  n«)t  lose  their  friendship  and 
feurrulion  for  Christ’s  character, 
but  they  felt  baiHcd  and  that  their 

cause  was  desperate.  They  had. 

made  irs  calculations  about  his  ri- 
liiip.  They  had  little  time  to  delib- 
frAle  and  reflect.  They  stood  a- 
mazed  and  probably  fearful  respect¬ 
ing  their  own  fate.  However  they 
fouldbut  manifest  the  lendcrest  re¬ 
cant  for  him  whom  they  had  loved 
and  adored  as  their  Lord  and  sav¬ 
iour.  They  felt  they  had  sustained 
an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 
(  hrist ;  and  as  they  felt  so  they  act¬ 
ed. 

Aftkii  Christ  was  pronounced, 
on  examination,  to  he  dead,  Joseph 
of  Ariinathca  took  the  body  and  laid 
it  in  a  new  sepulchre  which  he  had 
hewn  out  of  a  rock.  The  Jewish 
Doctors  cautious  against  any  reports 
which  might  afterwards  he  cir¬ 
culated  to  llieir  disadvantage,  were 
very  particular  in  guarding  the  sej)- 
ulchrc.  'rhey  roiled  a  great  stone 
to  the  door  of  it,  which  according  to 
Beza’s  account  was  of  two  tons’ 
weij^ht.  The  door  was  sealed,  and 
hoside  ihcrh  was  a  guard  of  soldiers 
!  to  keep  all  safe,  lest  the  disciples 
thould  come  by  night  and  steal  him 
kway.  Tliese  precautions  were 
perfectly  adecpiate  to  guard  cfTectu- 
i^lly  against  tlic  disciples  havhig  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  b(Kly  and  removing  it 
‘tKase  they  had  been  (ii^posed.  Ihit 
t-olhing  is  more  evident,  than  tlK%t 
disciples  could  have  had  no  in- 
(luceinciit  to  steal  the  body  of  Clirist. 

hat  benefit  could  they  promise 
^^fmselvesfrom  such  a  transaction  ? 
^rrtdinly  they  must  greatly  expose 
lives  in  riu*  attem]>t,  ami  iliis 
^hey  Would  not  have  doiie,  without 
'Xjxrtation  of  deriving  an  advantage 
'*hirli  should  mor^  than  halance  i 

hazard  of  tl\e  entcjrprize.  It  is  ; 
K^'S'uuod  no  one  could  dream  ofa  1 
motive,  winch  ihould  iiiduce  i 


I  them  to  such  a  measure.  And  Ik*- 
side,  it  was  impracticable  as  matters 
,  were  circumstanced.  If  the  friends 
of  (,'hrist  had  contrived  to  remove 
the  body  of  Christ  from  the  sepul¬ 
chre,  they  w'ould  undoubtcilly  have 
acted  in  concert  and  observed  the 
utmost  sccresy.  'rhey  would  fiavc 
known  each  other’s  minds  and  acted 
together.  But  it  seems  this  was  not 
the  case :  for  the  women  hud  a- 
greed  hy  themselves  to  embalm  his 
body  wliere’  it  was,  and  w  hen  they 
first  came  to  the  sepulchre,  tliey 
brouglu  the  spices  thev  had  prepar¬ 
ed  for  the  purpose.  Ilenrc  there 
was  no  preconcerted  plan  by  the  itis- 
ciplcs  to  remove  the  body.  Ml  the 
evangelists  agree,  that  tlir  first  dis¬ 
covery  of  Christ’s  resurrection  was 
by  the  women,  who  ramo  to  the 
sepulcl'.rc,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Week,  very  earlv,  while  it  was  vet 
dark,  ’fo  their  great  surprise,  they 
f»>#ind  the  stone  rolled  awav  from 

m 

the  door  of  the  sepulchre  and  enter¬ 
ing  in  tiiey  found  not  the  body  of  thu 
Lord  Jesus.  'I’lie  iutelligencc  was 
soon  communicated  to  some  of  the 
disciples,  w  ho  came  in  haste  to  the 
sepulchre,  and  w  iincsscd  the  Irutii 
of  the  report.  . 

Aftfr  this  Jesus  had  repeated 
interviews  wiifi  the  discijdes.  At 
the  fust  'flionuii  was  was  absent. 
Tlie  (lisci[)les  lohlhim  that  they  had 
seen  the  Lord.  Hut  'rhomas  doubt¬ 
ed  and  said  except  I  see  in  hi^ 
hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put 
my  linger  into  the  prim  of  the  nails, 
and  thrust  luv  hand  into  his  side,  I 
will  not  believe.  And  alter  eight 
days,  again  his  disciples  were  w  ithin 
and  I’liomas  with  them.  'I'heri 
came  Jesus,  the  doors  f)cing  shut 
and  stood  in  tlic  midst,  and  said 
peace  lie  unto  you.  'flu  n  saiih  he 
to  'rhomas  reach  hither  thy  finger, 
and  behold  my  hands,  and  reach 
hither  thv^  liand  ant!  thrust  ii  into  mr 

4  • 

side,  and  be  not  falhless  but  bcilcv- 
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inc>-.*  And  Tiiomus  answered  and 
said,  niy  Ljrdand  my.  God.** 

'  *  '  ’  t » 

St.  LuKEtellsus,  that  Jesus  shew¬ 
ed  liiiiiself  alive  alter  his  passion  by 
many  infallible  proofsvbcim^  seen  of 
them  forty  days, 'and  speakiiif^  the 
thinji^s  piirtaining  to  the*  kinjjdom  of 
God— md  that  he  was  seen  of  above 
five  hundred  bretliren  at  once.  Un¬ 
der  all  thesc  circumstances  was  there 
any  room  for  tlio  disciples  to  be  de¬ 
ceived  ?  Could  they  possibly  have 
had  better  opportunities  to  know, 
whether  he  were  the  same  person 
v/ith  whom,  tlicy  had  been  conver¬ 
sant  for  vears.  It  is.  hence  certain 
that  the  discipies  were  not  deceived. 
And  il  not,  their  testimony  is  infal- 
li!)le  proof  that  the  scriptures  arc  of 
divine  orli^anal.  Cor  if  Clu’ist  was 
death  w.hich  is  admitted  by  all,  and 
rose  aji^aln  to  life,  lie  was  no  impvos- 
tor,  but  the  Mcssiali  of  God.  It  is 
<  ertain  that  the  disciples  were  not 
deceived,  aiul  it  is  equally  certain 
they  (lid  not  deceive  ollicrs.  Idicy 
discover  no  disposition  to  impose 
on  the  credulous.  J'hey  j);ive  us  a 
pl.ii?i  statement  of  facts.  They  in- 
form  us  of  tlic  life,  dc;\th,  resurrec¬ 
tion  and  cisceAir.Ion  of  Christ  in  a 

dinple  un  idofncd  stvlc  without  anv 
.  *  *  .  *  ^ 
ot  the-  embellishments  of  a  lively 

fancy,  licside  they  could  have  no 
motive  to  deceive  the  world  :  for 
they  Itnew  by  folio winij  Christ,  dney 
exposed  themselves  to  every  indiji^- 
nity.  The  v'ery  religion  for  which 
iliey  s.icraficed  worldly  honors  and 
emolument’s-  annexed  . to  deception 
an  eve rlastiiu^:  separation  from  Christ 
and  the  blessiiu^s  of  his  kingdom. 
T\hc  disciples  did  not  act  like  de¬ 
ceivers.  Never  \vcre  they  p*ullty 
of  usin;^  undue  influence  to  prose¬ 
lyte  men  into  their  opinions.  Jdicy 
made  no  direct  addresses  to  the  pas¬ 
sions.  What  they  knew  thev  de- 
rlarcd  and  left  men  to  jud.^c  and  act 
ftir  thcmsclvcft.  So  far  were  the 
disciples  from  usin;;  any  oftlic  arts 


of  deception,  they  have  ,  given  ut 
,  full  proof  of  the.  contrary.  To  tax 
them  witli  this  crime  is  charging 
guilt  on  the  innocent.  ‘  The  disci- 
pics  being  neither-deceived  norue. 
ceirerii  proves  tliem  entitled  to  our 
crcdfoiiity,  and  leaves  us  in  the  pug. 
session  of  a  full  assurance,  that  the 
hooks  of  the  old  and  new  testaments 
are  no  cunningly  devised,  fable,  hut 
given  by  the  inspiration  of  the  blcsi- 
cd  God. 

As  wc  arc  attending  to  the  testi- 
.  mony  of  the  apostlcsvlet  every  ob- 
*  jection  be  raised  whicli  can  have  the 
least  color  of  plausilniity,  or  is  any 
liow  calculated  to  weaken  theur  ere- 
,  dibility.  Soon  after  tlie  body  of 
Jesus  was  not  to  be  found  in  the 
sepulchre,  a  report  said  to  have 
come  from,  the  soldiers,  was  propa¬ 
gated,  that  the  disciples  came  by 
night  and  stole  him  away  wliile  they 
slept.  This  being  the  best  evri-iiou 
the  jews  could  invent  to  palliate 
their  guilt  and  pacify  conscience, 
the  report  was  circulated  among  the 
populace.  Witlioiit  being  very  par¬ 
ticular  upon  tlic  futility  and  weak¬ 
ness  of  this  expedient  of  self-jnsti- 
‘  fication  and  the  undeserved  odium 
.  hereby  cast  upon  the  apostles,  it 
may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the 
‘evasion  carrix's  with  it  its  own  con* 
fnuitioh,  as  it  is  grounded  on  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  men  who  acknowledge 
themselves  to  have  been  psieep 
when  tlie  aftair  took  place.  Ami 
wliat  is  still  more  worthy  of  notice, 
ihc  Jews  afterwards  never  dared 
meet  the  disciples  witli  such  a 
charge,  which  they  most  certainly 
would  have  done,  had  they  thoiii^bt 
themselves  able  to  maintain  it  to  the 
advantage  of  their  cause.  The  dis¬ 
ciples  immediately  puMislied,  that 
Christ  had  risen  from  the  dead  ;  tiut 
they  had  seen  liim,  conversed  with 
him,  received  commissions  from 
him,  and  beheld  him  ascend  inU) 

’  hearcii.  IT.fse  rlerlaratioi.s  hiv 
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plicated  the  Jews  in  the  most  awful 
guilt ;  and  they  felt  it  most  sensi¬ 
bly.  For  when  the  apostles  preach¬ 
ed  the  resurrection,  the  Jews  made 
bitter  complaint,  tnat  this  doctrine 
involved  them  in  the  crime  of  mur¬ 
der.  Tlic  Jews  said  to  the  apostles, 
did  we  not  struigiuly  commanil 
you,  that  you  should  nut  leach  in  lids 
name  ';  and  behold  you  have  filled  Je¬ 
rusalem  with  your  doc  trine  and  in- 
iciid  to  bring  this  man’s  blood  up¬ 
on  us.”  If  at  this  time,  the  Jews 
had  entcrtcdncd  the  least  belief,  that 
the  disciples  had  stolen  the  body  ol 
Jesus,  as  had  been  propagated,  and 
wercdccciviiigthc  people  in  preach¬ 
ing  the  resurrection,  why  did  they 
not  ))ersist  iu  ia:iing  them  with  the 
ciintc  I  The  trtilli  was  they  durst 
liOt  do  it.  Ti'.ev  knew  it  would  not 
serve  their  cause.  Instead  there¬ 
fore  of  undertaking  to  eriniinrite 
the  disciples  they  resorted  to  vio¬ 
lent  measures.  So  far  from  cred¬ 
iting  this  vile  report  fal^ricated  a- 
gainst  the  apostles,  in  loss  tluin 
sixty  days  from  Christ’s  eriicifix- 

0  m 

ion,  tliree  thousand  of  the  very 
people,  many  of  whom  had  iinbrue- 
fd  their  hands  in  his  blood,  and  said 
his  blood  be  uiv»ii  us  and  upon  our 
cluldrcn,  witli  a  penitent  h.cart  re¬ 
sorted  to  a  risen  saviour  for  life. 


T!!F.  wliolc  life  of  the  apostles 
witncs:>e(l  tlie  truth  ef  their  ileclara- 
tions.  As  they  briUved  so  they 
preached.  Str(>ng  in  fhe  Lord  and 
in  t!ie  pow'crof  his  might  tliry  fear¬ 
ed  no  ucapon  formed  against  tin  ?ii. 
Counting  all  things  but  loss  lor  the 
exreilenry  of  the  kiiov, ledge  of 
Christ,  they  went  forth  bearing  his 
reproacl),  rejoicing  that  they  were 
Worthy  to  sYfior  shame  for  his  name, 
'ritcir  last  moments  manifested  an 
invincible  faitlg  aiui  ilu  ii*  last  breath 
gl(>ried  in  a  sure  hope  of  an  att  eter¬ 
nal  reign  with  a  risen  and  glorihed 
redeemer. 

F. 


Ill 


I  xvi/l  seek  i:  ye:  again/* 

So  says  tlie  liar.  I  ying  is  a  pret¬ 
ty  common  vice,  ard  it  is  as  fr>ciish 
as  it  is  common.  Men  lie  thinking 
to  help  tiicmsclrcs,  whereas  they 
arc  always  losers  in  the  cud.  They 
want  something  should  prove  tram 
which  is  not  so,  that  they  luighi 
reap  a  benefit  where  they  deserve 
notie.  Liars  arc  convinced  of  their 
own  vilcness,  and  I>efore  lliey  have 
done,  they  conviticc  others.  ILse 
coin  put  oH*  lor  genuine,  generally 
returns  back  bringing  shame  and 
confusion  of  face.  So  it  is  with 
lies,  after  they  have  taken  a  circuit, 
theys!»apc  their  course  homeward 
and  light  upon  t!\c  head  of  their  ir;- 
famous  fabricator.  JUit  wlu*n  a 
person  finds  hc  has  lost  his  c!:aiac- 
icrby  fa!sehoo<I,  that  rcpulalior\  hat 
taken  its  flight,  he  has  no  rei>oh»- 
tion  to  reform.  Consoierrea  ac«  u  - 
lomcd  to  yield  to  base  indinatif^ri 
hccornes  scared.  Ilahit  ttrtngtli- 
ened  by  repetilir)n  grows  too  ri^/i.l 

to  bo  oveixomr  hv  the  inuxinf^  of 

0 

uutli.  And  though  fhe  li.ir  hrs  L!- 
Icn  low,  yi  t  I.c  will  plunge  dei  j  tr. 
AccusUiinciI  to  stand  under  a  I>^/t 
he  wiil  lilacken  l.imself  mure 
more.  Am!  ilunigh  at  fi  e  e\p>r 
ofllic  last  p.uiiclc  of  c  Uifideiii  c,  ua 
will  c!»(  rish  the  l)ing  tongue.  ]ic 
will. roll  the  sweet  morsel  um  c  1(. 
lie  will  strew  the  poisoo..  ••  lit 
will  seek  il  ^et  again.** 

•  o 


Says  tl  c  talc-I)ea.’'rr,  I  v.  i*? 
it  yet  again.”  bomr  tir:;rs  I  t.  li.k, 
that  what  makes  vIlc  s  '  . 

nion  is  that  it  i.s  so  easy.  I,  1*>  v.  It’;- 

0 


ill  ihe  reach  ofrVi  l.<.  *y.  ^  |  rr- 

son  who  exists  a  -.  a  le  ah-.'  -  an 
idiot  ( *ai  ta!.c  a  jiai  t  ie.  d  i .  sprrit's 
of  iuiUmy.  'rutdij.g  diih  ii:*> 

from  1>  ing.  It  is  !}i.igst  tr:\ 

luind.  A  talc-hearer  is  n  i:;d  of 
auxiliary  to  relieve  the  f‘rst  t'.Tgcr 
off.iIsef>ood  frompart  cfhis  bu.ct!  c?i. 
And  how  luiscl.icvous  tids  !iite- 
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lul  vice  in  ncijjhborlioods  and  soci¬ 
eties  ?  'I'he  rcpoi’t  when  first  start¬ 
ed  is  sniall.  It  increases  by  being 
reiterated  as  noughts  at  the  right 
hand  augment  numbers* By  and 
hy  i:  sows  tJic  seeds  of  discord, 
wiiicii  instantly  shout  up  and  create 
parih  s.  V'^ery  soon  the  whole  town 
or  society  is  in  fennent.  "  The  j)as- 
sioLs  of  ohl  and  young  arc  let  loose. 
Tlie  little  emluio  is  now'  become 
iull  grown  *ai»d  stalks  like  a  giant. 
Some  limes  !)e  is  sly  and  lurks  pri- 
\Ily  for  Ids  prey,  at  others  cluin- 
ordiihi  and  biustei  ing.  The  vice  of 
iule-l)eaiing  is  insutiahlc.  Like  tJic 
ilrunkaixrs  thirst,  it  ncvcrcan.be 
Vitisfied.  It  gttaw  s  upon  the  Very 
sinews  of  sm  iai  felicity.  Tlie  tale¬ 
bearer  knows  no  mercy%  no  com¬ 
passion,  no  ce5s*Uu»ru  He  rises  to 
IkK  work  early,  he  sets  vp  late  at 
it.  Souic  limes  t!ie  tattler  is  ait- 
ful.  He  will  tell  you  the  evil  re¬ 
port,  enjoin  r.ccresy,  and  jirctenci 
to  be  sorry  it  Wm>  :  and  thinking  he 
has  your  good  opinion,  lie  Will  wid¬ 
en  his  field  of  labor.  he  will  seek 

4 

if  yet  again. 

E. 


collection  is  then  peculiarly  neces¬ 
sary,  because  w'c  arc  apt  to  think  it 
less  so, 'lor  iid  sooner  do  we  suppose 
ourselves  out  of  the  reach  of  danger 
than  we  cease  to  be  so.  But  how  ab¬ 
solutely  important  recollection  is  to 
those  who  arc  immersed  in  vice. 
If  every  step  we  take  brings  us  neat;- 
cr  to  heaven  or  to  hell surely  it 
behoves  us  to  call  our  ways  seriously 

to  remembrance.  ‘  If  indeed  vou 

•  • 

have  cast  ofl*  all  thoughts  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  arc  determined  to  sin  on  to 
the  last,  then  avoid  self-communion. 
But  if  ever  you  hope  to  reach  th^ 
mansions  of  tlie  blessed,  consicler 
your  ways  and  be  wise.  The  loss 
of  a  day*,  of  an  hour,  may '  be  the 
loss* of  heaven.  O  !  do  not  let  vour 
most  important  concerns  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  every  accident  that  may 

befall  %ou.  Call  your  vvavs  to  re- 
^  •>  # 

memlicranac  and  prolong  no^  the 
time  to  keep  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord. 

f 

Poutkus. 


(\r:munr  M*ith  your  oner?  heart, 
PSALM  4—4. 

To  commune  with  our  own 
heart,  in  the  language  of  scrip- 
lure,  is  to  rciire  freun  the  world,  and 
j;ive  ourselves  up  to  piivate-mcd- 
ieafion.  To  every  person  w lie t her 
in  an  unrenvrrted  or  in  a  converted 
state,  frct'ivient  self-eoinniunion  isin- 
dLs}K!isa!)Ie.  Ii''[X)SbCS'scd  of  j>o\ver, 
wraith  ;  nff  !)rruitf%  tliougli  we  may 
?>s*  thtivlyv  less  disposed  to  tla* 
rvjt)  it  bet'oines  (he  moi*e  necessary. 
Nell  her  does  great  attainments  in 
the  life,  place  a 'man  above 

rlic  riecf.^sity  of  calling  his  ways  to 
rer:u  :..l:raiice.  Kay  pcrJiaps,  rc- 


Dr.  Beattie,  In  the  eloquent 
conclusion  of  his  “  Essav  on  tlie 
Immutability  of  Truth, .spcalung 
of  sceptics  arid  deists,  very  justly  ob¬ 
serves.  Caressed  hy  tliosc  who  call 
''  *  0  • 
theiuselves  the  great,  engrossed  hy 

t!ic  formalities  and  fopperies  of  life, 
intoxicated  w'ith  vanity,  pampered 
with  adultation,  dissipated  in  the  tif- 
Tuult  of  business,  or  amWst  the  vi¬ 
cissitudes  of’  folly,  they  perluqjs 
lu^vc  little  need  and  hltle  relish  for 
the  consolations  of  rciigion.  But 
let  tlicm  know',  that  in  ib.c  solitary 
scenes  of  life,  there  is  nuiny  an  lion- 
est  and  tender  heart  pining  with  in¬ 
curable  anguisli,  j)ierced  with  the 
sharpest  sting  of  disappointment, 
l)creft  of  friends,  dulled  width  pov¬ 
erty,  racked  with  dUcaitc,  scciif  gnl 


PragmentM. 


t 


with  the  opprc  lor,  whom  notliitij; 
blit  trust  in  Providence,  and  the 
hope  of  a  future  retribution  could 
preserve  froin  tlic  agonies  of  des¬ 
pair.  Anil  ,do  they  with  sacrile- 
gioiii  hands  attempt  to  violate  the 
lust  refuse  of  the  miserable,  and  to 
rob  them  of  the  only  comfort  that 
has  survived  the  ravages  of  misfor¬ 
tunes,  malice,  and  tyranny  !  Did  it 
never  happen,  that  the  influence  of 
your  tenets  disturbed  the  trancjuil- 
ity  of  virtuous  retirement,  dce|)iuul 
the  gloom  of  fmman  distress,  or  a«j- 
gravated  the  horrors  of  .  the  grave  ? 
Ye  traitors  to  human  kind,  ye  niur- 
derers  of  the  human  soul,  hoiv  can 
ye  answer  for  it  to  your  own  hearts  ? 
Surely  every  spark  of.  your  gener- 
osty  is  extinguished  forever,  if  this 
consideration  do  not  awaken  in  you 
the  keenest  remorse. 

9 

% 

Beatie  on  the  Immutability  of  Truih. 


'  •  • 


rr.AOzt  »V  7*^  • 


'  Socn.vTEs  confessed  his  doubts 
and  uncertaintiesy  and  that  he  was 
not  able  to  comjirehend  the  deter¬ 
mination  and  judgment  of  tto<l,  with 
respect*  to  sin  ;  or^.how  it  will  cs- 
caj)e  the  eflccts  of  Jus  hatred,  w  ho 
is  infinitely  holy,  and  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  hehokl  iniquity,  lie  still 
Continued  however  to  consider  (md 
•Ui  a  «KTcifiil  joeing  ;  and  this  .mer¬ 
cy  was  to  him  a  source  of  confidence. 
^  I  doubt  not,  says  lie,  but  CJod  will 
send,  at  a  lime  wdien  his  infinite 
mercy  shall  see  fit,  a  man  iiistnict- 
lion  by  himself,  who  shall  reveal  to 
the  world  the  most  interesting  ofull 
mysteries,  how  he  will  pardon  sin.*' 

^9  Utter 9  to  duu^htcr. 


A  coNiiNCKD  and  unintcrriij/* 
ed  stale  of  either  health,  or  prosper* 
ous  circunijiUnces,  liave  been  loo 
gi'cat  a  tendency  to  elute  th# 
mind,  encourage  a  life  ol  dissipa¬ 
tion,  and  to  engage  in  in  such  pur¬ 
suits  as  beget  forget  fulness  fort  !)C  Di¬ 
vine  Being,  the  source  of  all  our 
blessings  :  It  gives  birth  to  pride 
and  ostentation  ;  and  causes  us  fi  e- 
queiuly  to  divest  ourscirs  of  the 
proper  sense  of  our  suboniinatc  and 
dependant  stair, 

0 

'riir.  Homans,  sensible  of  this,  aU 
wavA  placed  a  man  behind  the  con- 
cjucrer,  when  they  decree^l  a  tri¬ 
umph,  who  cried  out  every  now  aucl 
then  ‘‘  Hcmerr.brr  thou  tirf  but  a 
may}  a  very  proper  lesson,  and 
well  limed. 


PROVIDENCIL 

Is  what  extreme  confusion  muil 
the  world  for  ever  have  been,  but 
for  the  variety,  which  wc  find  to  ob¬ 
tain  in  the  filers,  the  voices,  and  the 
hand  w  riting  of  men  !  Sm  security 
of  person,  no  certainty  of  (Hissession, 
no  justness  l>etween  man  and  maiif 
no  (lislinclion  betwrerii  good  and  fiail, 
friends  and  furs,  lather  and  child, 
husband  and  wife,  mala  add  female. 
All  woulil  h  avc  Ltcn  exposed  to  ma* 
lice,  fraud,  forgery,  and  lust,  itut 
now  ,  man’s  fia'e  can  crisiingiiish  him 
in  tlie  bgfit,  his  vtjicc  in  the  dark, 
4ind  liis  hand  wiiliiig  i*afi  sprak  for 
him,  iJiuugh  abi»enu  ai.u  he  his  wit¬ 
ness  to  all  generations.  Did  this 
l^r.ipcn  by  ciujicc,  or  is  it  not  a 
inaiiiicsl,  as  well  as  an  admiraulr-. 


i,  V  '. 
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Quc^'tionB. 


indicatipfi .  of  a  divine  superinten¬ 
dence  i 

^  ^  • 

*  #  I  •  « 

DerAom  i,  310. 


SCRAPS. 


3.  Do  sinners  antecedently  tore- 

generation  perform  their  -duty  ^^tf 
God  acceptably  ?;  .  „  j 

■  -'  (  ^  ,  tf'  ;,•(  i 

4.  What  is  holiness  ?  ♦ 

•  '  ^ 

5i  Wm'AT  is*  God's  iglory  ?  . 


account 


.  ,  6.  Hotr  does  it  become  proper  t# 

FtasT  to  take  up  mercy*  pardon,  .  . 

,  ,  .  .  ,  ,  .  call  siri  an  infinite  evil,  since  it  la 

and  forgiveness,  absolutely  on  ■  the  >  ... 

of  Chri«,  «.d  then  to  ,i.W  “““““I  fi'Mte  beiogo  f  , 
ience  in  the  Strength  o»  .  7.' Are  the', ration^  fiu:ulVcs  ii| 


•  •  ■  *  **^ 
all  obedience  in  the  Strength  o' 


Christ,  and'  for  the  love  of  Christ,  I  tnan  lUrectly  depraved?  *.,^ 


is  the  life  of  a  believer  ;  Ephesv  . 

■  8.  tio  smnera  expenenee  .  evan* 

•,  0  10.  j.  ft,  y  ■  *'  ''■!*,?  ,*i  • 

'  '  gehcal  repentance  before -they  ard 

,  '  Owen,  regenerated  by  (he  spirit  of  God  ?*" 

»  *  •  *  ‘  ^  .i  ..  •*  *  ^  y  ;  ■  "  J  n 

— —  ■  "  '  9.  Can  a  man  be  a  Christian  ivhlle 

•  '  ’  '•  ^ 

,  ..  ..  •  ,•  u.  be  denies  the  doctrine  of  total  del 

It  all  stars  withdraw  their  light  .....  .  »  „  •  -  1 

....  ....  e  r>  ^  pravity  and  the  special  inflttences  of 

whilst  you  are  in  the  way  of  God 

,  X  .u  •  *  the  divine  spciit  in  regeneration  ? 

assui'e  yourselves  that  tha  sun  is  is 

ready  to  rise.  10.  Is  it  PX^I^*'  •  for.^me’mbers  of 

"  '  .  jj  chyrcji  Qf  Qijg  denomination  to 

w  ■  bold  occasionally  communion  with 

'  church  members  of  a  different  dc- 

.  TuE'EditorOf.h.  EvWfncdwill  provided  rtey-gi.. 

thanVliis  eorr..pondents:forrt.eir  e.ia.„ce  of  religion »  •  ■■  • 

thoughts  dn  the  following  questions:  •  • •  ’— •  ■  .  »  •  ;  *  *  >.  « 


0 


Owen, 


■  The"  Edit  or  of  the  Evidence  will 


thougl 
viz  : 


•  • 

.1.  What  constitutes  moral  a- 
f ency  f 


CoisMVHtCAtzoNS  for  ' the  Hetii 


3,  ARKthe  divine  decrees, as  reft-  ■  •  ..  -  . 

,  gtotu  and  Moral  Gazetiey  free  (f 

resented,  by  Calvinistic  divines,  re»-  .  ■  <  v 

concilable  with  freedom  of  the  will  ?  postage^  will  be  gratefully  received. 
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